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Trinity College 
Hartford, Connecticut 1-;-rc 
D.J 
"Neath the Elms" 
Foreword 
There are two types of colleges in the United States. In one, 
represented by Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Columbia, and the state 
universities, the college is one section of the larger university, 
offering four years of instruction to undergraduates, some · of 
whom pass on to one of the various professional schools connected 
with the university. The other type, of which Amherst, Bowdoin, 
Haverford, and Trinity are examples, is an independent college 
with no university connection and is in numbers of students much 
smaller than the colleges in the large universities. 
To a schoolboy considering college, the larger institution 
makes an immediate appeal simply because it is larger. The tre-
mendous plant demanded by the needs of the great university 
completely overshadows the small college. It should be remem-
bered, however, that most of the small colleges are small through 
deliberate choice, because of a conviction that real teaching is 
difficult, often impossible, in classes of the size that prevail in the 
large colleges. It is interesting to note that today some of the large 
university colleges are adopting plans for splitting up their num-
bers into smaller units, to try to conserve the values of the smaller 
college which they seem in danger of losing. 
Between the large university and the small college there is 
really no hard and fast line, but more of a gradation. Some of the 
small colleges are growing almost to university size, while there 
are small universities that still keep something of the atmosphere 
of the small college from which they originated. In general, how-
ever, the distinction holds. 
For my own part I, having been graduated almost thirty 
years ago from Harvard, at that time our largest university, find 
myself now president of Trinity, one of the smallest of the colleges. 
It is obvious to me that there are many students who profit greatly 
by the opportunities and environment of the university life in 
their college years. On the other hand I note many more who are 
lost in the big place and graduate imperfectly educated, con-
tenting themselves with the empty prestige of a universally recog-
nized degree. 
I would say then a word of advice to thoughtful sub-fresh-
men (and such I know there are!) . If you want a college education 
that will bring you in touch with professors of world-wide fame, 
with library and laboratory facilities of unlimited extent, choose 
the largest university that will accept you. If, on the other hand, 
you rate high the cultural values of life, the thorough mastery of 
the knowledge of the past and the present which can be revealed 
to you only through close touch with trained scholars and teachers, 
if you crave the development of your powers that can come from 
the exercise of leadership in groups intimate enough for personality 
to be effective, choose deliberately a small college, beginning with 
a consideration of Trinity, a college that is one of the smallest and 
content with that reputation. 
REMSEN B. 0GILBY' 
President. 
Northam Towers 
The new Ch 
Gift of w·u· · apel 
i um Gwinn Mather •n 
Some men go to college because it is the thing to do at that 
stage in life. Some because their friends are going. Some because 
college years extend the game-playing time a little longer before 
the necessity for earning a livelihood becomes acute. Some because 
they have a hunger to learn more. And others-whether or not 
they are definitely aware of it-because college offers them the 
beginnings of many things that go to make up the living of a full 
life. 
It is about these last things I want to speak, for I know where 
they can be found. 
What is it Trinity College offers men that they need never 
outgrow? Why is it that Trinity men seem to acquire the capacity 
for interesting, well-rounded and successful lives? 
The first thing it gives them is the chance to be individuals. 
Most college men are destined to join the great general aver-
age. There are Trinity men, but there is no typical Trinity man. 
The size of its student body, its methods of teaching, the close 
contacts between its faculty and undergraduates, the advantages 
of its location, the diversity of its sports and the varied types of 
its enthusiastic alumni are all factors in the development of indi-
viduals. It takes the average preparatory school man and hammers 
him in to a personality. 
The second thing it offers is a scholastic standing that com-
mands a man's respect. 
All too many colleges are easy hurdles to leap. They set up 
such a scattered and diverse fare of studies that a man is bewildered 
by them. The courses at Trinity are as well defined as the paths at 
a track meet. You win by keeping on those tracks. You are trained 
for them by men long accustomed to handle all types successfully. 
For four years they go along with you. Beyond that, the game is 
for your own winning. A degree from Trinity is an assurance that 
a man's education in living is well begun. 
The third thing it offers is a share in a growing organization. 
Although well past its hundredth year and many a tradition 
has sprung up around its walls, Trinity College has never ceased to 
go forward. At this present moment it is advancing in every direc-
tion-in the numbers and types of men who come here, in the 
faculty, in the buildings, in the advantages for athletics, in the 
contacts with outside life. The man who comes to Trinity is aware 
that he is part of a great progress. Every Freshman has a chance to 
become a tradition himself. 
I could think of forty-seven other reasons why a man should 
choose to go to Trinity, but these three are enough-that he is 
turned out a personality, that he passes through courses of study 
that actually educate him, that he has part in the forward move-
ment of a growing college. These three have helped develop the 
Trinity men of the past, they will help create the Trinity men of 
the future. 
By RICHARDSON WRIGHT, 1910 
Editor, "House and Garde"" 
Boardman Hall 
The College and the City 
Trinity is in the unique pos1t1on of being the only small 
college of the New England type that combines the advantages 
of the college in the country with those of the college in the city. 
Located in Hartford, a citv of 170,000 and the center of a metro-
politan area of 250,000, ~he campus but 20 minutes by trolley 
car from the center of the city; the college property of 98 acres is 
so well protected from encroachment that undergraduates live 
the unified life which is one of a country college's most highly 
valued assets. West of the campus a high escarpment throws back 
the city, to the east an expansive athletic field gives protection, 
to the south of the buildings lies a long stretch of undeveloped 
college property, and to the north Vernon Street is a veritable 
«college street,'' on which most of the fraternity houses are lo-
cated. When living in the dormitories one feels cut off from the 
busy, interesting city of which he is a part, so quiet, attractive, 
and self-sufficient is the campus life. But when an undergraduate 
pines for an afternoon movie, wants to browse through the 
Junius S. Morgan Memorial art museum, or to see the pre-New 
York showing of a new play, or to hear the finest concert music in 
America at the Horace Bushnell Memorial Hall, in a few minutes 
he can satisfy his wish. 
Thanks to wealthy citizens of a past generation, the city of 
Hartford has a notable system of public parks that range from an 
elaborate Italian rose garden to an expanse of untouched forest 
known years ago as «Ten Mile Woods." The rose garden in Eliza-
beth Park annually draws thousands of visitors from all parts of 
the country. Possibly because its leaders have grown up in the 
influence of this natural beauty, modern Hartford has a civic 
consciousness that is a potent force for beautification. When new 
buildings are contemplated, thought usually is given to their sur-
roundings and they are made to harmonize with their neighbors 
and to heighten the effect of any nearby historical landmarks. The 
result is an appearance that causes comment from travelers. Strong 
evidence of the attractiveness of Hartford, is the fact that a large 
number of Trinity graduates remain here, entering business and 
becoming permanent members of the community. 
Location in Hartford gives undergraduates opportunity to 
help themselves meet expenses by doing part-time work. The in-
surance center of the country, Hartford also contains many na-
tionally known industries, and during the decade since the World 
War it has been one of the most rapidly growing cities in the East, 
now ranking as the fourth largest in New England. On the sub-
ject of part-time work it should be said, however, that the College 
administration advises all prospective students to have in hand be-
fore they enter money for the first year at least, so that they may 
concentrate on their academic work and the problem of adjusting 
themselves to the new life and methods. The reasons for this atti-
tude may not be apparent to one without experience, for college 
too frequently is looked upon as simply a continuation in higher 
fields of the kind of work done already. It is far from that. 
Secondary schools are doing foundation work and necessarily place 
the emphasis upon completion of assignments, so organizing their 
courses that a graduate who masters the assignments has acquired 
tools with which in college he may develop his intellectual powers. 
Colleges, on the other hand, simply offer a student the opportunity 
to develop his capabilities. Whether he takes advantage of the 
opportunity is in the hands of the student. The whole emphasis is 
changed; the responsibility, instead of being the teacher's, is the 
student's. Trinity feels that in the transitional period, the fresh-
man year, the average student cannot afford to let other interests 
absorb any large part of his energy. 
Cook Dormitory 
Under Construction 1931 
] arvis Laboratories 
Trinity offers a four-year course leading to the Bachelor's 
degree in Arts or in Science. Her aim in education is to equip her 
graduates with a special knowledge of some particular field and a 
broad, general background of human culture, so that they may 
bring to bear upon any sort of problem not only a trained mind, 
but also some acquaintance with the whole field of human knowl-
edge. 
To realize this aim, the College Faculty has divided the 
courses into ten «Groups," in each of which certain courses are 
specified, certain others advised, and others left as free electives. 
These Groups are: I, the Classics; II, Modern Languages; III, Eng-
lish; IV, Economics; V, History; VI, Philosophy; VII, Chemistry; 
VIII, Mathematics and Physics; IX, Biology and Pre-Medical; X, 
Preparatory to Engineering. Out of the twenty courses taken in 
four years the number specified in each Group varies from eleven 
to sixteen, leaving from nine to four as free electives, according to 
the Group chosen by the candidate. The administration of this 
system is not hide-bound and water-tight. Provision is made for 
individual preferences and for transfers from one group to an-
other. 
The number and variety of courses offered by the Faculty is 
obvious from the following list: Astronomy, 1 course; Biology, 5; 
Chemistry, 9; Civil Engineering and Drawing, 9 Yz; Economics 
and Social Science, 6; English, 16 Yz; Fine Arts, 2; Geology, 4; 
German, 7; Greek, 9; History and Political Science, 14; Latin, 7; 
Mathematics, 8 Yz; Music, 2; Philosophy and Psychology, 7 Yz; 
Physical Education, 3; Physics, 7; Physiology and Hygiene, 
(Physiology, 2; Hygiene, 1; Microbiology, 1); Religion, 1 (his-
torical) ; Romance Languages, (French, 6; Spanish, 2; Italian, 2). 
In addition, Trinity allows students with high standing, 
during the junior or senior year, to elect as one course toward the 
requirement for a degree a Reading Course, in which the individual 
does a required minimum of reading in his own time, selecting his 
books from the 1,000 titles in .. A List of Books for a College 
Student's Reading," a Trinity publication, the first effort of its 
kind in this country. The Reading List covers the whole range of 
literary production, ancient and modern, oriental and occidental, 
the tides grouped under the ten major classes of human knowledge. 
Trinity is a men's college, with the only entrance limitations 
those based upon the scholarship, intelligence and character of the 
applicant, and the physical capacity of the buildings. The scholas-
tic requirements are those of standard Class A colleges, based upon 
the College Entrance Examination Board units. These may be 
satisfied by examination, by certification from approved secondary 
schools, or by a combination of the two methods. The best appli-
cants each year are admitted up to the capacity of the college, 
which is now being expanded by the construction of a new dormi-
tory to a maximum of 5 00 students. 
The number enrolled in 1930-'31 is 
3 51. 
The College has a number of 
scholarships available, ranging m 
value from $ 5 0 to $600, some of 
them competitive and some awarded 
by a committee. To hold a scholar-
ship, a freshman must pass five 
courses with an average grade of 
70 o/o , a sophomore or junior with an 
average grade of 7 5 o/o , and a senior 
with an average grade of 8 0 % . The 
passing grade is 6 0 % . 
Trinity does note operate loan 
funds. 


Trinity is particularly proud of its program of student physi-
cal development and the medical care it provides. Each year all 
students are given general physical examinations by a staff of 
specialists, Hartford doctors. The results of the examination are 
tabulated, and any corrective or precautionary measures necessary 
are taken throughout the college course by the Medical director 
and the Physical Education Department. This initial examination 
is as thorough and complete as modern medical knowledge can 
make it. In cases of sickness, students have available without ex-
pense a bed and the services of the staff at the Hartford Hospital, 
which annually ranks among the first three hospitals in the country 
in percentage of patient recovery. 
Historically, Trinity has been a leader in the development of 
intercollegiate sport. In 18 5 8 undergraduates here joined with 
delegates from Harvard, Yale, and Brown in organizing the Inter-
collegiate Rowing Association, whose first regattas were held on 
Lake Quinsigamond, Worcester, Mass. Later they were transferred 
to Saratoga Lake, N. Y., and still later to the Hudson River at 
Poughkeepsie, where they now provide the climax of the rowing 
season. Rowing was dropped by Trinity when the college was 
moved to its present site, a considerable distance from the river. 
Trinity originated and organized the Intercollegiate Lawn 
Tennis Association in 18 8 3, delegates from Amherst, Brown, and 
Yale meeting in Hartford at the call of the then four-year old 
Trinity College Tennis Association. At the first meeting, Harvard 
and Williams were elected to membership although they were not 
represented by delegates. The first three tournaments of the asso-
ciation were held under the auspices of Trinity, with the playing 
on grass courts in Hartford. The association grew so rapidly that 
in 18 84 it was voted to hold the tournament where at least eight 
courts were available, and the present practice of having a club 
entertain the entrants was ins ti tu ted. In 1 8 8 6 Trinity developed 
its first intercollegiate champion, the Rev. Godfrey M. Brinley, 
'88, now a master at St. Paul's School, Concord, N. H. 
Trinity also was an original member of the Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association, an off-shoot of the rowing regattas at Sara-
toga and parent of the LC.A.A.A.A. 
Baseball was played by the undergraduates in 1866, with the 
first intercollegiate game in 1870 against Wesleyan. Trinity won, 
42 to 31. Football was started in 1876, and what are now called 
track meets were begun the same year. 
To the late John D. Cheever, Trinity, '81, of New York, 
goes the distinction of inventing the canvas football jacket, univer-
sally used for twenty years and recently revived by Fordham 
teams. The inventor did not stop with the jacket; he improved 
things by greasing it, and was thwarted in his plan to beat Yale 
only because the Yale players, after failing to hold the slippery 
Trinity ball carriers early in the game, added handfuls of sand to 
their equipment. This famous game was played in 1878. 
Basketball, the remaining sport now in the intercollegiate 
program at the College, was taken up in 1896-97, only two years 
after it was "invented" at Springfield College. 
In the fall of 1929 the College opened a new gymnasium unit 
that contains a 7 5-foot swimming pool and a battery of squash 
racket courts. The pool has been greatly admired, and the courts 
are frequently studied by architects and the executives of college 
physical departments. Trinity is the first small college to foster on 
a large scale this rapidly growing 
indoor game. All students are 
taught to swim. 
The College now maintains 
teams for intercollegiate compe-
tition in football, basketball, base-
ball, track, and tennis. The prin-
cipal effort of the Physical Educa-
tion Department is to provide 
competition for every able-bodied student in sports that can be 
played after graduation. The intra-mural sports program embraces 
basketball, swimming, track, squash racquets, tennis, volleyball, 
golf, and cross-country running. The program is arranged with the 
fraternity as the unit of competition, but includes all non-fra-
ternity men in its scope, organizing them as a «neutral body." 
Cups are awarded for the championship in each sport, and the 
fraternity compiling the best record in all sports wins a large 
trophy presented by the Alumni Association. Golf may be played 
by students on the two municipal courses in the city or at one of 
the golf clubs. 
What Trinity tries to inculcate in students through both 
intercollegiate and intra-mural sports has been happily phrased by 
Walter Trumbull, Trinity '03, sports authority, whose observa-
tions and comment are widely syndicated in newspapers: 
Learned at the Listening Post 
"Sport is winning, if win you can 
And keep to the sportsman's code. 
Sport is beating the other man, 
But giving him half the road; 
Being content with an even break ; 
Scorning the trickster's art. 
Sport is the game for the game's own sake, 
And the love of a fighting heart." 
The traditional rival of all Trinity teams and undergraduate 
organizations is Wesleyan, located at Middletown, sixteen miles 
down the Connecticut River. Only a little less important in the 
minds of Trinity men are games with Amherst and Williams. The 
Connecticut Agricultural College appears regularly on Trinity 
schedules, and other usual opponents include Haverford, Hamil-
ton, and Worcester Polytechnic Institute. 
The football series with Wesleyan, inaugurated in 18 8 5 
(Wesleyan won, 6 0 to 6) is one of the oldest of Eastern sport 
rivalries. It was antedated by a remarkable game between the 
freshman teams of the classes of 18 8 5, who met at Middletown, 
November 22, 1881. The result was declared a draw when, in the 
middle of the second half, President Beach of Wesleyan strode onto 
the field and confiscated the ball, forbidding any play «during 
study hours." 
Grantland Rice, noted sports writer, in his «Sportlight" 
January 7, 1931, had this to say about Trinity's athletic policy: 
rrTrinity on Right Road" 
rr1n the midst of all the discussion about too 
much or what not football, Trinity seems to have 
the right idea. Trinity has f ootbali and in addition 
is now all set to give her students almost anything 
they want from the athletic menu. Trinity has just 
completed one of the finest pools in the country 
and with it enough squash courts to supply any 
reasonable demand. The pool structure here has 
attracted attention from leading universities of the 
East, being a perfect model for others to follow." 
The Old Gym 
A Class in English Literature 
Seven national fraternities maintain chapters at Trinity, and 
there is one local fraternity. In the order of chapter founding, they 
are: St. Anthony Hall (Delta Psi), Alpha Delta Phi, Delta Kappa 
Epsilon, Psi Upsilon, Alpha Chi Rho, Delta Phi, Sigma Nu, and 
Alpha Tau Kappa (local). The Alpha Chi Rho Fraternity was 
founded at Trinity. All of the national fraternities have chapter 
houses adjoining the campus, in most of which living quarters for 
a number of upper classmen are provided. 
Letter From A Trinity Man To His Son 
Dear Bobby: 
I have your letter telling me that you have passed enough 
points to get into college. Congratulations! That's carrying on the 
old family tradition! Mind you, I didn't say how well you passed 
them. Your uncles and I never aspired to perfection. Somehow, 
a lot of these boys who are awfully bright in their studies don't 
make such a howling success of their lives. 
Because I'm terribly anxious that you should live successfully 
-enjoy it, contribute to the enjoyment of the lives of others, bear 
your knocks with fortitude and come through clean in the end, 
I want to put up to you the kind of college I hope you will attend. 
Influencing you? Yes, frankly I am. I couldn't expect to 
write you my convictions unless I hoped they would bear some 
pressure on your decision. I want you to go to the college I went to. 
And I want you to go there because I believe that college offers 
more advantages than any other for a good, all-round education. 
And by all-round education I mean enough of study and 
enough of games and enough of fraternity life and of downtown 
diversions to make a balanced program for four years. It was be-
cause these things were so nicely mixed that I enjoyed going to 
Trinity. 
Study? Of course you've got to study. I did. What's more, I 
learned how to study-and I learned to like it. In spite of this some 
of my closest friends today are men who taught me in Trinity. 
They didn't make it easy-not by a long shot. But they made it 
interesting, and unless you are interested in what you are doing, 
the whole thing runs a chance of being a total loss. 
Games? Yes, we had lots of them. Some we won and some we 
lost. You can't win all the time. When a college wins most of its 
games, look out-it may be degenerating into an athlete factory. 
Fraternity contacts are better experienced than explained. 
Don't let anyone ever pooh-pooh them. The race moves forward 
when men join hands, when they gather to support a common ideal 
and are vowed to a common purpose. The beginnings of some of 
my most lasting friendships in college and afterward were under 
fraternity auspices. On the other hand, many equally lasting 
college friendships had no such start. 
I can never think 'of Trinity without remembering it in terms 
of Hartford and the people there. It was downtown I bought the 
first books in my library, heard my first great music, saw my first 
great plays. It was out in Elizabeth Park I learned to like roses. 
And it was among Hartford people I found hospitality and sym-
pathetic understanding which shaped my life almost as much as 
studies and games and fraternity contacts did out on the hill. 
Bobby, I want you to go to Trinity for another reason-
because then I can be assured of some sort of immortality. Every 
man wants an assurance that the decent things in him will be con-
tinued after he has gone. Most of the decent things in me I owe 
to Trinity College. I want you to go there, and carry on. 
Your affectionate Father, 
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